Application Serial No.: 09/892,819 
Amendment and Response to October 6, 2004 Non-Final Office Action 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 .(Currently amended) A method for transferring electronic information, 
comprising: 

receiving a command to transmit a portion of a file of electronic information; and 
in response to the received comman d to transmit the portion of the file of electronic 
information , automatically copying the portion of the file of electronic information to create a 
copied file of electronic information, transmitting the copied fil e to an entity , and rendering the 
portion of the file of electronic information unusable. 

2. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , comprising: 
determining whether the portion of the file of electronic information should be 

automatically copied and rendered unusable. 

3 . (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein the determining step is 
based on an electronic tag associated with the portion of the file of electronic information. 

4. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, further comprising: 
determining that the portion of the file of electronic information has been rendered 

unusable; and 

transmitting a certificate certifying that the portion of the file of electronic information 
has been rendered unusable. 

5. (Original) A method according to Claim 4, wherein the file is received firom 
an entity, and 

wherein the certificate is transmitted to the entity. 
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6. (Original) A method according to Claim 4, wherein the certificate is 
transmitted to an owner of a copyright in the file of electronic information. 

7. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the rendering step 
comprises erasing the portion of the file of electronic information. 

8. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the electronic information 
comprises at least one of an image, text, multimedia, a movie, audio, music, software, news, 
weather, sports news, and data. 

9. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the step of automatically 
copying comprises at least one of creating an electronic mail message, copying to electronic 
storage, copying to magnetic storage, and copying to optical storage. 

1 0. (Currently amended) A method for providing a file of electronic 
information, comprising: 

providing a file of electronic information; 

receiving a copy of a portion of the file of electronic information; and 
receiving a certificate certifying that the portion of the file of electronic informatio n that 
has been copied has been rendered unusable. 

1 1 . (Original) A method according to Claim 1 0, wherein the file is provided to a 
consumer in fulfillment of a subscription. 

12. (Original) A method according to Claim 10, wherein the portion of the file of 
electronic information is erased in order to render the file xmusable. 

13. (Original) A method according to Claim 10, further comprising providing the 
certificate to an owner of a copyright in the portion of the file of electronic information. 
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14. (Original) A method according to Claim 10, wherein the file of information 
comprises a tag indicating that the portion of the file should be rendered unusable if the portion 
of the file is copied. 

15. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 0, wherein the electronic 
information comprises at least one of an image, text, multimedia, a movie, audio, music, 
software, news, weather, sports news, and data. 

1 6. (Currently amended) A medixim storing processor-executable 
instructions p rocoss stops to transfer electronic information, the procoss stops m edium 
comprising: 

arstep -instructions to receive a command to transmit a portion of a file of electronic 
information; and 

in response to the received comman d to transmit the portion of the file of electronic 
information , steps -instructions to automatically copy the portion of the file of electronic 
information to create a copied file of electronic information, instructions to transmit the copied 
fil e to an entitv , and instructions to render the portion of the file of electronic information 
unusable. 

17. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 16, the 
mediu mp rocess st e ps comprisingr arst ^instructions t o determine whether the portion of the file 
of electronic information should be automatically copied and rendered unusable. 

1 8. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 17, wherein the 
determining st^is based on an electronic tag associated with the portion of the file of electronic 
information. 

19. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 16, the medium 
proc e ss st e ps fiirther comprising-r 

a-step -instructions t o determine that the portion of the file of electronic information has 
been rendered unusable; and 
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ft-stefi -instructions to transmit a certificate certifying that the portion of the file of 
electronic information has been rendered xmusable. 

20. (Original) A medium according to Claim 19, wherein the file is received firom 
an entity, and wherein the certificate is transmitted to the entity. 

21. (Original) A medixim according to Claim 19, wherein the certificate is 
transmitted to an owner of a copyright in the portion of the file of electronic information. 

22. (Currently amended) A medium storing proo e so r processor -executable 
instructions p roco99 stops to provide a file of electronic information, the mediu mp rocoss stops 
comprising: 

flrst ^instructions to provide a file of electronic information; 

fr^step -instructions to receive a copy of a portion of the file of electronic information; and 
a-step -instructions t o receive a certificate certifying that the portion of the file of 
electronic information that has been copied h as been rendered unusable. 

23. (Original) A medium according to Claim 22, wherein the file of information 
comprises a tag indicating that the portion of the file should be rendered unusable if the portion 
of the file is copied. 

24. (Currently amended) An apparatus for transferring electronic 
information, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a storage device in conmiunication with said processor and storing instructions adapted to 

be executed by said processor to: 

receive a command to transmit a portion of a file of electronic information; and 
in response to the received comman d to transmit the portion of the file of electronic 

information , automatically copva -the p ortion of the file of electronic information to create a 

copied file of electronic information, transmit the copied fil e to an entity , and render the portion 

of the file of electronic information unusable. 
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25. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 24, the storage device further 
storing instructions adapted to be executed by said processor to: 

determine whether the portion of the file of electronic information should be 
automatically copied and rendered unusable. 

26. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to Claim 25, wherein the 
determining st^is based on an electronic tag associated with the portion of the file of electronic 
information. 

27. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 24, the storage device fixrther 
storing instructions adapted to be executed by said processor to: 

determine that the portion of the file of electronic information has been rendered 
unusable; and 

transmit a certificate certifying that the portion of the file of electronic information has 
been rendered unusable. 

28. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 27, wherein the file is received 
fi-om an entity, and 

wherein the certificate is transmitted to the entity. 

29. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 27, wherein the certificate is 
transmitted to an owner of a copyright in the portion of the file of electronic information. 

30. (Currently amended) An apparatus for providing a file of electronic 
information, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a storage device in communication with said processor and storing instructions adapted to 
be executed by said processor to: 

provide a file of electronic information; 

receive a copy of a portion of the file of electronic information; and 
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receive a certificate certifying that the portion of the file of electronic information that 
has been copied h as been rendered unusable. 

3 1 . (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 30, wherein the file of 
information comprises a tag indicating that the portion of the file should be rendered unusable if 
the portion of the file is copied. 

32. (Currently amended) A system for transferring electronic information, 
comprising: 

a subscription device comprising: 
a first processor; and 

a first storage device in conmiunication with the first processor and storing 
instructions adapted to be executed by the first processor to: 

transmit a file of electronic information according to a subscription; and 

receive a certificate certifying that a portion of the file of electronic information 
has been rendered unusable; and 
a consumer device comprising: 

a second processor; and 

a second storage device in communication with the second processor and storing 
instructions adapted to be executed by the second processor to: 
receive the file of electronic information; 

receive a command to transmit a portion of the file of electronic information; 

determine whether the portion of the file of electronic information should be 
automatically copied and rendered unusable; 

automatically copy the portion of the file of electronic information to create a 
copied file of electronic informatio n in response to the determination : 

transmit the copied fil e to an entity : 

render the portion of the file of electronic information unusable; and 
transmit the certificate to the subscription device. 
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33. (Original) A system according to Claim 32, wherein the copied file is 
transmitted to the subscription device. 

34. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the portion of the file of 
electronic information is the entire file of electronic information. 

35. (Original) A method according to Claim 10, wherein the portion of the file of 
electronic information is the entire file of electronic information. 

36. (Original) A medium according to Claim 16, wherein the portion of the file of 
electronic information is the entire file of electronic information. 

37. (Original) A medium according to Claim 22, wherein the portion of the file of 
electronic information is the entire file of electronic information. 

38. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 24, wherein the portion of the file 
of electronic information is the entire file of electronic information. 

39. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 30, wherein the portion of the file 
of electronic information is the entire file of electronic information. 

40. (Original) A system according to Claim 32, wherein the portion of the file of 
electronic information is the entire file of electronic information. 
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